Grace, Mercy, and Peace

"To Timothy, my true child in the faith. Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and
Christ Jesus our Lord.” ~ 1 Timothy 1:2

How you pray for your family members and friends is important. There is no better way to pray for
someone you love than by following the example found in Scripture. Paul often asked for specific
gifts from God for those He cared about. On Timothy's behalf, Paul requested grace, mercy, and
peace.

Grace is the unearned gifts the Father bestows on His children. The Lord relates to us only by His
grace. His grace provided salvation though we deserved destruction (Ephesians 2:8). His grace
blesses us with the riches of heaven. His grace brings us peace in troublesome times. His grace
brings us good things every day (1 Timothy 1:14).

Mercy is God withholding the punishment we deserve because of our sinfulness. The consequences
of our sin is death, yet Jesus paid this penalty for us (Romans 6:23). God is long-suffering and will
delay giving us our just punishment in order for us to have every opportunity to repent and to
receive His gift of salvation (2 Peter 3:9).

Peace is the state of mind and heart we experience when we are confident of God's grace and mercy
toward us. Peace comes in knowing that God's grace will sustain us, even in our most difficult crises
(Phil. 4:7). God assures us that even when we fail miserably in our commitments to Him, He will
show mercy upon us. This assurance gives us peace.

The peace God gives is fundamentally different from the peace the world offers (John 14:27). The
world seeks to sedate us from the problems we face through counseling or drugs or temporary
pleasures. The peace that God gives goes right to the soul, relieving the heart and mind.

How are you praying for your loved ones? There could be no better request than asking the Lord to
give them an abundance of His grace, His mercy, and His peace.
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